
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



NOTES AND KEVIEWS 109 

as the stronghold of orthodoxy but Mr. Cohen states that "the 
severest ravages caused by apostasy are now taking place in 
Russia, where the Jews, rendered desperate by the pogroms and 
disappointed by the abortive Revolution, are deserting their 
faith in thousands." But Mr. Cohen contends that "a far more 
sinister and dangerous foe than conversion is intermarriage, the 
inevitable outcome of social intercourse between Jews and Chris- 
tians;" and this is "a grave and growing loss to Jewry, as only a 
small percentage of the offspring of mixed union is permanently 
retained within the fold." There are only two factors that can 
prevent the disintegration of Jewry, a national territory and a 
religious faith. Present-day tendencies seem to show that it is 
impossible to retain the latter without the former, and it is for 
this reason that the hopes of so many Jews have centered in the 
establishment of a new kingdom of Israel. There are certain 
essential characteristics which this new national center, according 
to Mr. Cohen, must possess. It must be such that the economic 
life of the people can be self-contained, with its basis in agri- 
culture; the nation must have its own language and its own edu- 
cational system and the language must be Hebrew; the national 
settlement must consist of a compact concentration of Jews both 
in town and country, where the Jews shall constitute a majority 
of the population. The only country which possesses these 
characteristics, the Zionists insist, is Palestine, and an interesting 
chapter is devoted to the Zionist movement and what it has 
already accomplished in Palestine. To the outsider it would 
seem that Zionism presents at least as many difficulties as a 
religious revival but Mr. Cohen has faith to believe that "the 
ancient dream, so often thought to be near to fulfilment, yet so 
often rudely shattered, is nearer to fulfilment than ever before. 
. Nought but the will of Israel is needed to change 
the ancient ideal into a reality." 

Russia and the War. A Study of the War and a Statement of 
the World-problems that now confront Russia and Great 
Britain. By Stephen Graham. London : Cassell and Com- 
pany. 1915. Pp. xiii, 260. 

Mr. Graham was in an Altai Cossack village on the frontier 
of Mongolia when the war broke out; from there he made his 
way slowly back into Russia, then on to Poland, and finally 
through Sweden to England. His book is an attempt to picture 
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the war in its effects upon Russia as he saw and interpreted them. 
It is interesting as is almost any book dealing with the present 
situation by men who are eye-witnesses of the event, but the 
correctness of the interpretation in certain directions must be 
doubted, in spite of Mr. Graham's intimate knowledge of Russia. 
He is sanguine in regard to the future of Poland and Finland, 
much more sanguine than any action as yet taken by the Russian 
government would seem to warrant. The book seems to be 
another attempt to make the Russian alliance palatable to the 
English public, by painting even its government in bright colors. 

The Conquering Jew. By John Foster Frasee. London : Cas- 
sell and Company. 1915. Pp. 304. 

Mr. Fraser was led to write this book by the fact that in vari- 
ous widely separated countries he had found the Jew as a prin- 
ciple factor in economic development and he was interested to 
find out to what extent the Jew was "getting hold of everything." 
His general conclusion is that it is persecution which has pre- 
served the Jews as a distinct people and that in countries where 
persecution has ceased, the Jews are fast being assimilated. He 
assigns to the Jew a dominant place in business and explains it 
partly on the ground that for centuries he has been compelled to 
be a city dweller and so is not a "sport" in the trading world, as 
is his Gentile competitor, who so often is country bred. Mr. 
Fraser also makes the interesting assertion that "the astounding 
rise of the United States is largely due to the Jews" and that the 
phrase "American methods of business" should be interpreted 
to mean "Jewish methods of business as developed in America;" 
and he further maintains that "the Americans get their ideals 
more from the Jews than from their Saxon forbears." 

His study of the Jews in various countries, is apt to become a 
mere catalog of those who have attained prominence and the 
lines along which that prominence has been attained; but it serves 
to emphasize the importance of the Jewish factor in the world's 
progress and especially in its economic development. 



